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1. Introduction

Organising this event, Women in Europe for a Common Future, WECF, wanted to raise awareness on the linkages between women and the environment and reflect on Chapter K implementation.
19 women attended the side event from 15 countries and 4 continents (Europe, America, Asia and Africa). Being a small group, the side event format was adapted to foster the dialogue and debate. Sitting round a table we, women from all over the planet, introduced ourselves and the organisations we were representing, sharing our experiences, ideas, fears and hopes. 

Below there is a summary of the discussion based on the notes taken during the meeting. To finalise the event there was a round of proposals to promote women involvement on environmental issues.

2.  Participants

This event gave us all the opportunity to identify other women with similar interest. Surprisingly enough, the event organised by a European organisation, attracted the interest of women from other parts of the world. 

Below there is a brief introduction to the participants:

Marianne Bruun was representing the Women Workers Union from Denmark, the first and only women trade union in the world recently fusioned with a conventional trade union to establish the bigger Trade Union in Denmark

Ewa Larsson, member of the 20 years old Green Party of Sweden at present in government in coalition with the left party and the social democrats. Se is a member of the Swedish Parliament and the Nordic Council environmental committee. She is also the spokesperson of the Green Women organisation of the Green Party, an organisation interested on the issue of women, health and the environment.

Ginnette Jones is a member of the Women National Council of Luxembourg, which at the moment is not involved on environmental issues.

Alexandra Oprea, from Romania, was representing the Romani Association. She stated the interest of the organisation in linking romani women issues with WECF work.  She is a young woman that will go to the Law Faculty, very active on romani issues, she spent some time in Spain working with the Asociación Secretariado General Gitano.

Guita Ranjbaran from Iran is an anthropologist and gender expert. She is a lecturer at the Central University of New York. 

Mandisa Monakali from Llitha Labanty, South Africa, was presenting the following questions: Why Chapter K is not an issue for the women movement? Why gender is not an issue for the environmental movement? Graphically she gave as a picture: In Africa when women look at trees they think of wood. She told us that recently and for the first time, it was organized in South Africa a Conference on Women and the Environment.

Anuradha Kunte, from India, is a retired professor on French Literature and Head of the Centre of French Studies of the Jawaharlal Nehru University. She is a member of the All-India Women’s Conference (AIWC). She gave us the perspective of women from the conflicting region of India, Pakistan and Bangladesh who are trying to live in peace.

Arifa Mazhar and Sameena Nazir from Pakistan, were representing PODA (Potohar Organisation for Development Advocay), an organisation working for the rights of rural populations. They presented a summary of the situation of women in India. In India rural women represent 51% of population but they, being considered themselves a men’s property, do lack rights such as the right of land. To help us to understand the situation they refer to us the following question some Indian men make  “How property (women) can own property (land)?”.

They informed us about the establishment of the Global Network on Rural Women. 

Joan Russow, from Canada is a peace activist and gender expert.

Sari Wooster, from the UK, was representing Plan International. 

Fadila Hadzic, from Bosnia-Herzegovina, is the Director of La Strada, an organisation working against traffic on women.

The media were also present at the event:

· There were present Sumiri Kunieda and Junko Adachi,  journalists from the Japanese  “The Maninichi Newspaper”, covering the section on environment and science. They will be sending to WECF their press coverage of the event. 

· From the Austrian National Radio came Brigitte Voykowit that interviewed some of the participants. 

3. Presentations

Irene Dankelman, Chair of WECF Steering Committee and WEDO Board member, gave as a presentation on the international institutional background that has linked women and environment for already more that 30 years. Attached is the full text.

She also presented WEDO publication BEIJING BETRAYED, Women Worldwide Report that Governments Have Failed to Turn the Platform into Action.

Some issues from her presentation to be highlighted are:

· The role women play in building peace and democracy.

· The burden on women of environmental degradation and the active involvement of women on environmental protection and awareness rising.

· Some of the key environmental and sustainable development thinking comes from women such as Rachel Carlsson, Barbra Woods, Donella Meadows, Gro Hartlem Brundtland or Wangari Matai.

· There is a need to bridge environmental and sustainable development issues with women. As a response to this some specialised networks have been established such as Gender and Water Alliance, Energia, Women and Biodiversity or Women Ministries for Environment.

· UNEP’s Conference  “ Women as Voice for the Environment”, WAVE organised in October 2004 (www.unep.org....). Main issues identified were:

· Gender aspects of global environmental change

· Gender and conflict

· Gender and environmental health

· Strengthening local-international relationships

Following the above Conference, UNEP is intending to put more emphasis on the relationship between gender issues and the environment. It is foreseen to hold a European WAVE Conference next summer.

· “Developing countries”  financial debt could be balanced against “developed countries” ecological debt.  

Muborak Sharipova, from Tadjikistan,  WECF ´s gender co-ordinator presented the activities of the organisation, in particular regarding to gender issues and women situation in Central Asia and Afghanistan. Information can be found at www.wecf.org.

She said: “The waking reality of increasing culture of war, aggression, violence and impunity environmental destructions is that woman have to fight for her rights themselves, should seize in a difficult intellectual and practical “battle” the social and political place for themselves and their daughters. Of course, nobody is obliged to come and give Central Asian women their rights. But Central Asian women’s segregation and isolation, the lack of information and constructive exchange, the absence of effective relations for reflection and action both within the country and at a regional and international level, call for innovative solutions.  

One good way is to work through existing women’s organizations, the way our network Women in Europe for a Common future works, which has partnership projects at local level with many of it’s 60 member organizations in 30 countries, including Central Asian countries. The WECF members carry out awareness raising activities and projects on relevant policy issues, such a for example, Global Peace or Ecological Situation in Central Asia and develop documents and recommendations. The activity projects present the views of the WECF members and their priorities and concerns with particular consideration of the gender perspective. The WECF members also carry out implementation projects in the areas of clean water, eco-sanitation, sustainable agriculture, health, etc. in local communities. For instance Central Asian region of war and extreme poverty WECF is providing basic help first: to build wells, schools, houses and to provide help for a new income generating activities for women and through that helping to build the capacity of the women in Central Asia and Afghanistan.” 

She highlighted that it is not possible to have a healthy environment with poverty and without peace. She referred to The Peace Appeal that was promoted by WECF and presented at the 2002 Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD).

Muborak stressed WECF role in making bridges between different cultures to build a common future.

Isabel Ripa Juliá, from Spain,  WECF´s SARD (Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development) co-ordinator presented the activities of the Working Group and identified some gender aspects of rural development in Spain. 

Rural development dynamics have been changing over the last four decades in Spain and South of Europe. During the 60-70’s industrial revolution, families left rural areas to find work on the growing industrialised cities. During the 80-90´s families staying on rural areas were depending mostly on agriculture. From the 90´s new small business are being created in rural areas, most of them being run by women, and usually related to tourism and food processing. Women try to make rural areas sustainable for themselves and their families. When this is not possible, they move to the cities in search of a better future. 

At present, the main problem in many rural areas in Spain is the lack of population. People are living rural areas in search of the comfort and services provided by cities. Many rural areas are now only inhabited by elderly people, but burst with life during week-end and holidays when the former local population and their families come back to their now second homes. 

During the past women usually were not playing a social role, they only had a domestic role. They were working at the farms but this was not a socially or legally recognised job. Nowadays rural women are becoming entrepreneurs and they are creating new development solutions on rural areas. They are also becoming visible farmers and are active in the social life. 

Regarding women and the environment it was introduced the report Statement of the Implementation in Germany of Chapter K, “Women and the Environment”, of the Platform for Action of the 4th World Conference on Women,  that can be downloaded from WECF´s web page.

Jeannette Gurung, is a trained forester from the USA that has worked in South Asia and is founder and Director of WOCAN, Women organising for Change in Agriculture and Natural Resources. She told us about her experience as gender mainstreaming trainer and introduced WOCAN, a global network of professional women engaged in agriculture and natural resource management who are committed to organisational change for gender equality and environmentally sustainable development. A major challenge for her organisation is to make male dominated organisations gender sensitive.

More information on WOCAN can be found at www.wocan.org.

4.
Discussions and way forward

Gender empowerment:
Ewa Larsson expressed her belief on the Mother Earth and the tension existing between the three main “masculine” religions on a patriarchal system. She indicated the need for women to have access to power and reminded us that at the Swedish Parliament 45% are women. 

It was then discussed the fact that in Rwanda 48% of the Parliament is women.

In Japan there are very few women in the Parliament, and only 1,3% of the top positions are hold by women. Japanese women shall be joining forces with European women.

Anuradha stressed the need to make education free and compulsory both for boys and girls as a way to empower women.

The women from PODA indicated that there is a need to also involve men. And Manisa Monakali replied that women have to be empowered first, creating a space for them. 

Rural development:

Geannette Jones explained that in Luxembourg, EU funds were used to include women as workers on the farms. 

Alexandra Oprea made a remark regarding the situation of marginalised people living in poverty in “developed countries”. 

How shall we proceed?

Final remarks/comments and wishing list from the participants:

· Need to promote network building

· Learn from other experiences

· Women shall support women leaders instead of promoting the PHD (Pull Head Down) syndrome.

· Implement governance on the “women’s way” including gender budgeting, involving women proactively, and developing gender sensitive laws.

· Stressing the need to comply with international law, such as the CEDAW (Convention on the Elimination of All forms of Discrimination Against Women).

· Need to promote research on issues regarding rural women needs.

· Governments shall implement promises on relocating defence budget to other issues.

· “Take care of the children”

· To make the world a better world

· For a better society women shall play a more prominent role in society.

· Support women to facilitate private and professional life compatible.

· Give political power both to women and men.

4. Conclusions

Although the event started being focused on the link between women and environment, as the discussion was advanced the focus was moving to the more general issues of women rights, women empowerment and equality. It seems, that even thought it is clear that there is a rational to involve women actively on environmental issues, the existence of inequalities jeopardise this goal and is still a major concern for women all over the world. 

More information on WECF´s activities at 

www.wecf.org
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